— A _— 


OG 


az 


—— —ĩ— II nee — — 


To the Inhabitants, Payers of the Poor Rates in | the City 
N of Exeter, 


THE following Obſervations on a Publication ſtiled An Hiftorical Refutation, 
are ſubmitted, | | 


Prior to the firſt Application to Parliament, in 1697, for uniting the Poor of the ſeveral Pariſhes 
under the Direction of one Body corporate, there canrot be a Doubt but that the Inhabitants of this 
City and County had ſeveral Meetings and Conſultations, that they weighed with the ſtricteſt Atten- 
tion every Propoſition, before they gave a Sanction by their Conſent to the Clauſes waich they wiſhed 
to have, and were, enacted, 

The Chamber and Chapter of Exeter, not as Bodies incorporate but as Individuals, aſſiſted their 
Fellow Citizens, and included themfelves under the Name of Inbabitanti, ccaritacle and honeſt Citizens, 
as in Page the 7th of the gth and 1oth of William III. 

The Wiſdom of our Anceftors, in order to ſhut every Avenue to Diſpute and Difſention about 
Alms-houſes, Hoſpitals, Charitable Gifts or Uſes, within the ſaid City and County, veſted in the 
Chamber, Chapter, Feoffees of Pariſhes, Trading Companies, or other Truſtees, did introduce that 
moſt excellen general reſtraining Clauſe in Page 28. 

I beg Leave to recite that Clauſe, and you will then join Iſſue with me, on a cool and impartial 
reading, that we have this Day Reaſon to venerate their Memories, who have by that Clauſe pre- 
cluded your being captivated by the delufive Colourings of Oppoſition, who 7el/ you, they are impelled 
to it, by a Senſe of Duty to cu, them/ciwes, their Prſterity and the Poor. 3 3 

«« Provided always, and be it enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That this Act or any Thing 
<< herein contained, ſhall not any ways extend to give the ſaid Corporation any Power and Authority 
„ ever ony Alms-houſe or Hoſpital, or any other charitable Gift or Uſe within the ſaid City and 
„ County and Liberties, Eounds and Precin#s thereof, already given, ſettled or erected, but that the 
«« ſ2me ſhall be avholly exempred therefrom ; any thing herein contained to the contrary notwithſtanding.” 

Omitting the Preface of the Hiſtorical Refutation, I have entered on the ſecond Column, begin- 
ning Firſt then, this Conſtitution, dignified with the Title of “ excellent,“ is defective in re- 
<< ſtraining the Corporation of the Poor from any Enquiry into the Expenditure cf Monies entruſted 
«© to the Chamber of Exon, for Support of the Poor thereof.“ — The latter Part of this firſt 
Paragraph ſays, ** The Chamber having applied from Time to Time for Monies from the Rates, for maintaining the 
% Poor in their Alms-houſes.”” . 7 ag | WE IST 

Did the Author conſider that fo open and direct an Aſſer tion ought to have Trah for its Baſis, and 
that an impartial Public hath a Right to call for his Authority? Many are the Alms-houſes in this 
City, to which little or no Pay is annexed. I will admit it for a Fact, that ſome individual Member of 
the Chamber, knowing the Neceſſities of ſome aged Pauper in ſuch Circumſtances, hath applied to the 
Corporation for ſome weekly Relief. Is the Benevolence of a well-diſpoſed compaſſionate Member to 
be held out to the Public as a Charge on the whole Body, by Words inducing you to believe, that zhey 
miſapply your Monies in Support of Heir Poor in their Alms-houſes ? | 1 

I now copy the ſecond Paragraph of the ſame Column. —.“ Secondly. Not long after the Election 
« of the Forty Guardians, the Corporation, July 21, 1698, making an Application to the Chamber 
«© for the Houſe and Field at the Bottom of Paris-Street, bequeathed by the late Mr, John King, of Exeter, 
« Merchant, for the Uſe of an Haſpital or Workhouſe ; the Chamber promiſed to convey the Premiſes, but 
* (prohably in order to detain them) demanded the enormous Sum of 400l. for the Conveyance thereof, altho? to the 
% Purpoſes for which the ſame were bequeathed, whereby the Corporation of the Poor (who could not wait 
e the Event of vexatious Law Suits) were obliged to make Agreement for the Lands whereon our 
magnificent Workhouſe now ſtands,” __ | | 1 = 

The Act of the gth and 1oth of Wm. III. being obtained, and every Inhabitant congratulating 
each other on the Proſpect of Benefit likely to reſult from it, the Aldermen proceeged to the Election of 
Guardians and returned the Names of the FleRed at a Court, June 28, 1658.— The Inhabitants in 
their different Wards, agreeable to the Direction of the Act, out of the hone/ieft and di/creeteſt Men in 
their Wards, choſe the Forty whom they wiſhed Truſtees ; not actuated by Jealouſy of undue Influence 
from the Chamber, not confined by narrow illiberal Notions, but knowing their own Intentions of 
ſelecting Men in whoſe Honeſty znd Diſcretion they could confide, they fixed on two of the Chamber of 
Exeter at this t Wardmote to be of the elected Body, the Reſolutions of the Citizens at large on 
which the Act was founded were deeply impreſſed on their Memories, their Intentions were to fix on 
Honeſty and Diſcretion, where ever found, nor did they imagine, that Members of the Chamber were 
to be excluded, or that the AR would have admitted that Conſtruction, nor that a Guardian of the 
Poor, elected by all the Inhabitants of his Ward for his Honefly and Diſcretion, was inſtantaneoully diveſt- 
ed of theſe Requiſites when elected into the Chamber, or vice versa. | 

It is True that the Corporation of the Poor did apply to the Chamber for the Houſe and Field 
at the Bottom of Paris-Street, but that they avere bequeathed by Mr. King for the Purpoſes above, you will 
permit me to controvert, and I wiſh it could have been done in leſs Compaſs. | 

John Bury, Canon of St. Peter's, by his Will, dated June 15, 1667, in Caſe of a Workhouſe being 
built, within zaventy Years, within St. Sidwelt's, for the ſetting to work and maintaining the Poor 
of that Pariſh who ſhould: be able to work, did give the Maſter of the ſaid Workhouſe, as ling as the 
Employment ſhould be continued, 40l. annual Rents out of his Lands. Canon Bury died in July, 1669, 
and in the Year 1672, the Chamber and Citizens willing to profit by this Charity did, at their great 
Coſt and Charge, erect a Workhouſe in the ſaid Pariſh, on a Spot of Land granted by the Chamber fer 
the Uſe mentioned in the Canon's Vill. ; 

/ The Workhouſe being erected, the Chamber did likewiſe furniſh the ſame with Utenſils of Houſes 
hold Stuff, working Tools and other Materials.—In the Year 1690, they appointed one Themas 
Smith, Woollen-Draper, their laſt Maſter, and gave him a Leaſe of twenty-one Years in the Premiſes 
and Furniture, and covenanted as far as in them was, that he ſhould enjoy Canon Bury's Charity, he 
complying with the Intention of the Donor.—And the Chamber likewiſe purchaſed a Cloſe of Land 
for three Lives in the year 1693, and annexed it to the ſame. | 1 | 
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Thus far I think it is plainly proved that the Houſe and Land were not bequeathed by Mr. King, 
er any other, for the Uſe of r the firſt Court after the Election of Guardians, a Com- 
mittee was appointed to diſcourſe with Smith, and another to view this old Workhouſe, and in the ſuc- 
ceeding Court a third Committee to treat with the Chamber. — They report that Smith ſaid, avher 
Je awas paid, or ſecured the Money due to him fer his Salary, he would ſarrender the ſaid Workhouje in convenient 

ime. 

The Committee to treat with Chamber report, that they were willing to inveſt the Workhouſe with 
the Appurtenances in the Corporation for ever, paying the Arrears due by Dr. Bury (Son of the. 
Canon) to Smith for his Salary, they giving them Power to recover the ſame from Dr. Bury, and the 
Corporation paying the Coſt of the (preſent) Act of Parliament. 

Smith had likewiſe agreed with the Chamber on tie 5th of July for a Surrender of that Part of the 
old Workhouſe, where the Poor were at work, and Neceſſaries belonging to the ſame, at Michaelmas nezt, 
and of the Dwelling Part at Chriſtmas, And the Chamber had a Right to inſert the Condition of Repay- 
ment of 130l. which they had advanced for the Coſt of the Ad, a Circumſtance hitherto concealed by the 
Opponents to the Corporation. 

The Corporation having received the two Reports from Smith and the Chamber, and acquieſcing 
with the Conditions, they immediately appoint a. Committee to defire a Draught of the Conveyance from- 
Mr. Vaughan, one of the Chamber's Counſel, and to tieat with Mr. Heſkett or any other Perſons, about 
Lands fituate near the ſaid Workhouſe for the Uſe of the Corporation, N. B. A Member of the Chamber 
was one of this Committee. 

"The Chamber however voluntarily deſiſted from the Condition of; 
pended, and ſubſtituted a Clauſe, ſhewing their hearty Concurrence in promoting this uſeful Eſtabliſhment, 
and their Diſpoſition to contribute to the Eaſe of the Inhabitants, by valuing'the Workbouſe, not having 
been built above 16 Years, with the beſt Materials, the Field, Appurtenances and Furniture, in 400l. not 
with an Intention to apply it to the Uſe of the Chamber, nor with the leaſt Shadow of that Infiouation, a 
Probability of demanding that enormous Sum in order to detain it, but in order that 200 0l. only, by Means of this 
Valuation of 400l. inſtead of 3000l. ſhould be raiſed by Taxation on the Inhabitants 

To the Draught of Conveyance the Corporation objec, and they think it unreaſonable that the Work 
houſe, Lands, and Buildings which may be erected thereon ſhould be forfeited, in caſe the 4oh. Annuity 
given by Canon Bury, or any Part thereof, ſhould be ſuſpended, miſemployed, or diverted from the Ute 
intended by the Donor, : 2 

In anſwer, Canon Bury gave this Annuity fer the Uſes in his Will mentioned; if not performed, the 
Annuity was to ceaſe, The Chamber grant their Land for the like Uſes, and if not performed, the Land 
likewiſe reverts to the Grantors. „ 

John Tuckfield, Eſq; within our Memory, granted a Piece of Land for the erecting an Hoſpital for the 
Sick, for ever; but in caſe it ſhould ceaſe to be an Hoſpital, then the ſaid Land and Buildings thereon to 
be reſumed into his Hands or his deirs. | 

The Corporation ſay likewiſe that they ought not to deduct 400), out of the 30001. they bave power to 
raiſe on the Inhabitants, in conſideration of this Grant of the Chamber, for that they do not conceive the 
Things granted to be worth gool. after the Expiration of twelve Years yet remaining of the Leaſe granted 
to Thomas Smith. | 

But you will obſerve that Smith had agreed with the Chamber to furrender at a cer:ain fixed Time, at 
Michaelmas, and had promiſed the Committee of the Corporation likewiſe to ſurrender in convenient Time. 

I have perhaps been already too prolix, otherwiſe ſhould have ſpoken to the magnificent Horkbeuſe, and 
the Note ſubjoined, to which there is a Reference. 

Theſe Obſervations are now for your cool Reading and Diſcuſſion, if a Diſſection of the Remainder of 
the Hiſtorical Refutation of the like component Parts is your Wiſh, as far as my Abilities extead, it will 
be complied with, 5 
Iz have only to lament that the Peace and Harmony of the City have been fo long diſturbed at the Ex- 
pence of the aggregate Body of the Payers to the Poor Rates, which we muſt feel, and alſo at the Expence 
of many well-intentioned Citizens individually, who have been deceived by deluſive Publications. 


An old Citizen. 


EXETER, December 20, 17844. 
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